
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 23, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 23, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim Manager/Engineering Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, 
Operations Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; Kevin Tate, Community 
Relations Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Kim 
Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Jones 
Atterberry, former PUD Commissioner; Dale Ragan, Mount Vernon City Councilman, 
Terri Cook, Ryan Dales, Jim Walters, Bill Swanson, Mark Semrau, Mike & Tina 
Newman; District Employees:  including Larry Saunders, Chris Shaff, Doug McConnell, 
Cathy Langlow, Krista Lewis, and Mike Benton. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Cook welcomed Treasurer Dales back from leave. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for February 23, 2016: 
a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 02/16/16 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2663 

Voucher Nos. 5590-5655, Payroll Check Nos. 12999-13076 ($724,172.61) 02/23/16 
The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report: 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported on the following: 
• Crews have been working on wrapping up the Discovery Drive, Peterson Road to 

Gailee Drive, & Gull Drive, Gailee Drive to Maple Crest Drive project with crews 
working on concrete surface restoration this week.  Crews will also set a 
temporary PRV at the Division and Digby tank site.  Next week crews intend on 
transitioning to the next pipe replacement project, which is the Ball Road project. 

• Shoreline Construction was awarded the 30th Street Transmission Line and Digby 
Road Pipeline Phase-I project.  The contractor has completed setting the vaults 
and reopened the road to traffic.  This week they are working on completing the 
electrical panel.  This project is partially funded through a Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund loan.  

• The Bulk Water Filling stations have been set and are operable.  The billing 
system is ready to be put to use after a rate and billing policy is developed.   

• Developer Projects - The restart of the Woodside Development is scheduled for a 
tie-in this week and Cascade West is scheduled for a tie-in this week as well.   

IT Manager Chrysler reported that he is working with Senior Accountant Saxton 
finalizing the Cayenta testing and implementing a patch requested by Cayenta so that 
integration testing with City Works can be completed.  Working with his staff for capital 
projects and working with Community Relations Manager Tate on the fill station 
payment and system integration issues. 

Operations Manager Fox reported Dahlman Well Drilling has been working on the re-
perforation of the Alger well casing and has performed a test pump, which indicates that 
the water table is back up and volume has tripled for the artesian well.  Discussion ensued 
regarding various well issues, including rating, gallons per minute (gpm), agreement for 
use, water rights and Operations Department recommendation to re-perforate to improve 
performance.  Operations Manager Fox reported that water has been run from the fill 
stations and they are working well and that CR Manager Tate took photographs of the 
process.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if there might be video of the well perforation 



process that could be viewed; Operations Manager Fox replied the video might not be 
very clear, but he could probably share some photographs. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that North Star will be on site next week 
for parallel testing.  He also reported on rain barrel sales, including cost to make, sell and 
annual sales.  Eight different schools have scheduled Water Treatment Plant tours for 
March and April to learn the value of water and the watershed and another three classes 
are scheduled in June. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that she and CR Manager Tate worked 
together on an employee survey that has been sent out to all employees.  She indicated 
that employees want to express their opinions, but perhaps are not comfortable speaking 
in public.  She stated that 27 responses had been received within 2 hours of distributing 
the survey.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the Commission could see the survey; HR 
Manager White presented hard copies for the Commission. 

Treasurer Dales had nothing to report; Commissioner Littlefield welcomed her back. 

Interim Manager Sidhu reported the following: 
• He and Fred Buckenmeyer, City of Anacortes, will meet with Brandon Roozen, 

Executive Director of the Western Washington Agriculture Association, on 
February 29 regarding Skagit irrigation issues. 

• Received a call from the Attorney General’s Office regarding executive sessions 
and requested that the District not use the term “personnel issue” as a general 
topic, but to continue using the RCW citation on the Agenda.  She also indicated 
that executive sessions should be called within a regular meeting or held after the 
meeting, but not prior to a meeting.  Attorney Gilbert stated that “personnel issue” 
was referenced on the agendas (which is not a permissible reason alone for an 
executive session), but so were the statutory cites in the Open Public Meeting Act 
(OPMA) which provide permissible reasons. The AG has asked that the District 
discontinue the use of the general term “employee issues”.  He stated that the 
justification and estimated time are required to be identified, which the District 
does and that the recent incorrect RCW citation was a clerical error copied and 
pasted from a previous set of minutes.  Discussion ensued regarding various 
aspects of the requirements regarding executive sessions.  Commissioner 
Robertson stated that it is worthwhile to have training regarding open public 
meetings and Nancy Krier, the Assistant Attorney General for Open Government 
is a great facilitator.  Commissioners Littlefield and Robertson stated that they 
received certificates for completion of the training required of Commissioners and 
have given them to Clerk of the Board Carpenter for the file.  Commissioner 
Cook indicated he turned in his training paperwork to the Auditor last year. 

• Regarding the fill station on Bow Hill; it was meant to improve the Alger well 
issues and a draft policy has been presented.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated he 
would like to bring forward the policy next week for consideration.  Issues to 
complete with the stations are electrical work, planning a soft start using hydrant 
meter customers to test and work out any issues, and establishment of a rate 
structure.  Interim Manager Sidhu presented the rates currently used for hydrant 
meters, proposed rate for fill stations to recoup the cost over 10 years.  Discussion 
ensued regarding various issues associated with the fill stations, including 
proposed rates, one time application and set up fee, method of payment and 
recommendation to use prepaid cards until such time as a adequate security 
configuration can be established for use of credit cards, inspection of vehicle for 
air gap, and limiting use to the District’s service area.  Operations Manager Fox 
reminded the Commission that the fill stations are here to mitigate a public health 
risk of cross contamination with the use of multiple hydrant meters and to 
alleviate stress on the Alger well.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the policy 
will be brought forward Commission next week. 

Under New Business, Human Resource Manager White presented three proposals from 
executive search consultants to assist with the securing candidates for the General 
Manager position.  The Commission shared their opinions regarding the proposals 
submitted.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the proposals presented and 
proposals that have not yet been received from two additional consultants contacted, 



including costs, timeframes, guarantees, understanding needs of Skagit County, and 
experience, setting a deadline for receipt of proposals, scheduling a work session for 
interviews, and disagreement amongst the Commission regarding timeframe for work 
session, interviews and hiring..  HR Manager White suggested a deadline of Friday, 
February 26 and would contact the consultants regarding availability for a work session 
on Tuesday prior to the regular meeting.  Attorney Gilbert stated that adequate notice will 
need to be given of a work session. 

Under Miscellaneous, Interim Manager Sidhu stated that the Commission has a copy of 
an article from the Skagit Valley Herald regarding extension of the deadline for drafting 
water rights transfer policy. 

Under Audience Comments, former PUD Commissioner Jones Atterberry commented on 
the fill stations and whether people could take water and sell it outside of Skagit County 
and confusion regarding the consultant selection. 

Mike Newman commented that he appreciates the consideration of additional training 
and made negative comments and assumptions regarding the context of past executive 
sessions.  Mr. Newman asked accusatory questions of Interim Manager Sidhu and 
Commissioner Robertson; Attorney Gilbert replied that under the OPMA, the law does 
not require commission members to answer questions from the public at a public meeting 
and Mr. Newman does not have the right to grill employees.  He asked Mr. Newman if he 
had a comment, to please make it.   

Ryan Dales asked what the District’s information policy is; Attorney Gilbert replied that 
Clerk of the Board Carpenter can answer that question.  Clerk of the Board Carpenter 
stated that the District does have a policy outlined in a resolution.  Mr. Dales asked if the 
resolution is available online, Clerk of the Board Carpenter replied no, but a Request for 
Public Record form can be submitted to request that document.  Mr. Dales asked where 
he can get the form; Clerk of the Board Carpenter replied they are available at the 
Customer Service Counter. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook stated that a couple of “staffers” 
walked out of the meeting today and asked if that is okay; HR Manager White replied 
that staff is not required to attend Commission meetings.  Commissioner Littlefield 
indicated that both employees had already given their reports and he did not see any 
problem with their leaving.  Commissioner Cook stated that it has been brought to his 
attention that a Commissioner was going to be put in a cocoon; Attorney Gilbert replied 
that at an employee staff meeting a description was given of what could be done to a 
commissioner if they take information out of an executive session and share it.   

Commissioner Robertson reported that tomorrow is WA PUD Association (WPUDA) 
Day in Olympia, an annual well-attended event in the Capitol Rotunda, including an 
educational luncheon and discussion. 

Commissioner Littlefield stated he would be undergoing an MRI on his knee tomorrow. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 23, 2016 was 
adjourned at 5:54 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 

 


